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Severn Beach Primary School

Homework Policy  : Draft : January 2011                                

This policy is intended to ensure consistency across the school in terms of the practice of setting homework.

At Severn Beach we believe that homework is a valuable aspect of learning because it …
· emphasises the fact that learning does not only take place in school.

· Provides an opportunity for parents to work in partnership with the school to help pupils learn better.

· Gives parents greater awareness of the sorts of activities and learning that take place in school

· Provides activities that children and their parents can work on, and enjoy, together. 
· Encourages pupils to organise their time and develop the self discipline and research skills they will need to become lifelong learners.
Our guidance on how much and what type of homework.

At Severn Beach the amount of homework we set is in accordance with the Government’s recommended time allocation**. 
	
	Approximate Time per week
	Typical homework activities

	Reception 
	50 mins to an hour
	10 mins regular reading/sharing a book with your child each evening
Practising of key words (from Spring term onwards)

‘Finding Out ‘ activities



	Year 1 and 2 
	1 hour each week
	10 mins regular reading/sharing a book with your child each evening
Practice of key literacy and numeracy skills, as appropriate. (Usually spelling and 2x,5x and 10x tables)
Research/review homework based on class activities

	Year 3 and 4
	1 ½ hours each week
	We still believe that it is very important for pupils to read/be heard read every night for about 10 minutes.
Practice of key literacy and numeracy skills, as appropriate. (Usually spelling and x tables in the order 2x,5x 10x (from Y1/2), then 3x,4x,9x 6x,7x 8x)

Research/review homework based on class activities

	Year 5 and 6
	2 1/2  hours per week
	Regular reading each evening for 10mins 

Practice of key literacy, numeracy and science skills, as appropriate. This may also include revision activities. 

Research/review homework based on class activities


**Set out in the publication ‘Homework: Guidelines for Primary and Secondary Schools’

· Please note that while guidance for time and to be spent on homework is given, this may vary according to the activities / topics taking place in class.

· At Severn Beach we are committed to developing pupils’ research skills via research and review activities. Your child may be asked to find out about an aspect of a particular topic. Alternatively, your child might be asked to do some work of their choice based on one of the activities they have done recently in school. This is a valuable way of reinforcing a child’s learning and proves to be very motivating as it enables them to pursue a particular interest.
Agreed Procedures

· All teachers should have a clear idea of the tasks they want pupils to undertake as homework and how they support learning.
· Homework tasks should be identified on short term planning.
· Whilst ‘finishing off’ work begun in class may be appropriate at times, homework should be planned to complement, not merely complete, class learning. 
· Parents/carers will be informed at the beginning of each academic year as to the frequency and content of homework and teachers will ensure that this information is on the inside cover of homework books and detailed in year group newsletters on the website.
· Sometimes the class teacher will give an individual pupil particular tasks to complete for homework because of a child’s particular need. This will always be agreed with parents. 
· The role of parents/carers in supporting their children’s learning is outlined in the school homework booklet for parents.
· Homework will usually be set on a weekly basis. However, to take into account family commitments and attendance at after school activities the length oftime given for some homework tasks may be extended. It is also recognised that some pupils experience difficulties in completing homework at home and alternative study support opportunities for independent learning tasks will be provided for by a Learning Club. This operates after school on a Tuesday. 

· Teachers will ensure that homework is marked and feedback to pupils is given. Awards will be given in achievement assembly for excellent (appropriate to the age and ability of the child) homework. 
· Parents will be advised, usually by letter, if homework is not handed in regularly
· Where appropriate, pupils will need to stay in at playtimes to finish homework which is not completed.
* Please note that it is not always possible to provide individual support for activities that are designed for you to do with your child or for some types of research based homework. .
 Monitoring and evaluation of this policy - is this working?

· Do our homework scrutinies suggest that teachers are applying the homework policy?

· How clear are children and parents about the reasons and value of homework?

· What percentage of pupils complete all their homework regularly? 
· Has this policy raised pupils’ achievement in the school? 
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