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Introduction- why set homework?
We set homework because we believe that it plays a valuable part in improving children’s learning. Homework
· helps children to develop the skill of working independently and develops their ability to find out for themselves.
· promotes children’s self discipline and organisational skills .
· provides an opportunity for children to build on the learning they have done in school

· gives them additional practice at a variety of skills, particularly in literacy and numeracy

It also provides parents with an opportunity to take part in their children’s education and helps them to gain a better understanding of the work children do in school and the way in which subjects are taught.
We therefore hope that by setting regular homework we can promote the partnership between home and school.
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When and how much?
At Severn Beach we follow the Government’s guidelines about setting homework.
	Reception 
	· Regular reading/sharing a book with your child for approximately 10 mins a night.  In the Spring and Summer terms, especially, this will be supplemented by Keywords.


	Y1 and 2
	· Regular reading at home (every evening for10 minutes if you can) 
· A weekly literacy or numeracy task.
·  Additional ‘finding out’ activities may also be set from time to time. 
(Approximately 1 hour’s homework a week.)

	Years 3 and 4
	· We still believe that it is very important for pupils to read/be heard read every night for about 10 minutes.
· A weekly literacy and numeracy task.
· There will also be occasional assignments in other subjects
(approximately 1 ½ hours in total a week.)

	Years 5 and 6
	· Regular reading every night for about 10 minutes.
· Weekly Literacy and numeracy homework.
The above may be supplemented by:
· Another weekly task for science or foundation subjects.
· Occasional independent research activities.
(Approximately 2 1/2 hours in total a week.)


We do appreciate that homework has to be fitted in amongst all the other activities that take place when your children are not at school. Each teacher therefore has a system that allows children to have at least 3 evenings to complete their homework. We also run a ‘learning club’ (from the end of school until 4.30 on Tuesday) where children have the opportunity to do homework based on independent learning tasks*. During this time, children also have access to the school computers for any research they need to do.
* Please understand that it is not always possible to provide individual support for activities that are designed for you to do with your child.
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Some tips for encouraging good homework habits
· Get into a homework routine. Decide which are the best times of the evening/ week for your child to do their homework.
· Take an interest in your child’s homework. Give plenty of support encouragement. Some activities are designed for you to do with your child and some for them to do independently. 
· Encourage your child to take responsibility for organising themselves to do their homework and making sure that it is brought back to school on the right day.

· Give plenty of praise when your child does these things!!!

· Many homework sheets have help for parents Use the information on the sheets to help you understand the best way to go about this task to help your child
· Encourage your child to listen carefully when homework is set so that they can explain to you what they have to do.

· If your child is really confused, or if you’re not sure about the best way to help your child, put a note on the homework and send it back to your child’s teacher. Weekly homework tasks are designed to take no more than half an hour so please don’t spend hours on these. (Project or research tasks may take longer.) 
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We hope you will find this leaflet helpful but if you have any more questions about homework, or feel that more information would be helpful, please let us know.



The Staff at Severn Beach Primary
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