Severn Beach Primary School Parents’ Forum
Minutes of a meeting held on Tuesday 19th October 2010 at 3.30 pm
Present:   Miss Daffon, Mrs Rachel Seats, Mrs Pauline Griffin, Mrs Geraldine Sloman,
Mrs Emma Ripley, Ms Nicky Vickery, Mrs Denise Andrews
Apologies:  Mrs Josie Bolt 
1.  The minutes of the previous meeting were read and agreed to be a true record.
2.  GS suggested that inviting parents to lunch would be a good idea when a class is away.  All agreed.
3.  INSET days have been booked for 4th and 5th January 2011.  JD has also planned INSET days for 6th and 7th June and 22nd July but these will be confirmed nearer the time.

4.  All felt that ‘research’ style homework is the way forward.  NV said that this has really motivated her son to produce good homework.  Some members felt that fortnightly homework would be a better option.  The Parents Forum asked whether a list of useful websites could be compiled, to help parents to access good sites for homework research.  JD will organise this.  ACTION: JD.  The Forum also felt it would be really useful to compile a list of strategies to help children learn their times tables.  JD suggested that we make this the subject of the first ‘working together’ session.  The Forum agreed that Tuesday is the best day for this, while children are at Learning Club.  The Forum also thinks it would be helpful to know the National Curriculum expectation for each year group, regarding times tables.
5.  The Merit System was discussed.  It was felt that the changed system does not appear to be having enough impact at the moment, although all agreed that a whole school merit chart is a good idea.  The Forum suggested the following changes:-

· Raise the profile of the system – make it something worth having.  Publicise it on Schoolcentre.
· Make gold achievable.  Give a reward after gold so that children really want to move on, e.g. 15 minutes in the IT suite, extra playtime.

· Make it explicit what children need to do next in order to achieve a certificate.

· Make sure that children who have not got red yet are aware of the steps towards it they are taking, so that they do not lose interest.

6.  The Parents Forum discussed where scooters could be stored safely while parents are doing Money Munchers, attending assemblies etc.  GS will investigate suppliers as (long term) we need proper storage for them.  ACTION: GS.  JD will also give GS other contacts.  ACTION: JD.  RS suggested putting a gate across the recess by the kitchen.  All agreed this would be a good solution. JD will investigate.  ACTION: JD
7.  The after school clubs so far have been very well received but the Forum feels they are balanced more in favour of KS2.  JD has arranged for Sarah Smith (nee Jarvis) to run a KS1 multisports club in the spring.  JD asked members of the Forum to continue to think of possible contacts who would be prepared to run clubs.
8.  The Forum agreed that it was a good idea to use email for newsletters etc.

9.  GS offered to update the Parents Forum area on the new website.

10. JD will share the forthcoming Complaints Policy with the Forum in time for the next meeting.  ACTION: JD

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 4.40 pm.  
